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Henry Hudson. A brief Statement of his Aims and his Achievements. By 
Thomas A. Janvier. To which is added a Newly-Discovered partial Record 
now first Published, of the Trial of the Mutineers by whom He and Others 
were Abandoned to their Death. 148 pp. and Illustrations. Harper & 
Brothers. New York, 1909. 75c. 
This careful little volume is of the nature of a brief description of what 
Hudson accomplished and of the ambitions that shaped his life work. Concern- 
ing the statement that Verrazano, the Italian sailor and Gomez, the Portuguese 
mariner, saw the Hudson river nearly a century before Hudson discovered it, Mr. 
Janvier says that it is impossible to decide whether Gomez did or did not pass 
through the Narrows and enter the Upper Bay. "In regard to Verrazano — ad- 
mitting his report to be genuine — the fact that he did pass through the Narrows 
into the Upper Bay is not open to dispute. He therefore must have seen — as, a 
little later, Gomez may have seen — the true mouth of Hudson's river, eighty-five 
years before Hudson, by actual exploration of it, made himself its discoverer. 
But Verrazano, by his own showing, came but a little way into the Upper Bay — 
which he called a lake — and he made no exploration of a practical sort of the 
harbor that he had found." 

The new manuscript records of the trial of the mutineers give the sworn 
testimony of six eye-witnesses as to the circumstances of the abandonment of 
Hudson in Hudson Bay. 

Mountaineering in the Land of the midnight Sun. By Mrs. Aubrey 
Le Blond, President of the Lyceum Alpine Club. 71 illustrations and a map. 
xii and 304 pp. J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1908. 8vo. $3.50. 

This is an extremely pleasant and entertaining book on mountain-climbing, 
well written, well illustrated from good photographs, and brimming with an 
enthusiasm that inspires the reader to follow in Mrs. Le Blond's footsteps. She 
has had great experience in the climbing field, at first in the Alps, but when a 
son of her constant guide was killed on a climb, the incident terminated her Alpine 
ascents and caused a search for some other desirable locality which she found 
in far northern Lapland. Here was discovered "all the charm of the unknown," 
with a summer day, 24 hours light, in which to assault a splendid series of 
snowy peaks. Add to this the picturesque Lapps, the innumerable lakes, the 
reindeer, and many other interesting features, and the picture becomes even more 
fascinating to the explorer. The many mountains, as yet unsealed, were all 200 
miles north of the Arctic Circle and, of course, the nat'ves declared the summits 
unattainable, yet Mrs. Le Blond and her guide, Joseph Imboden, who had been 
with her for 15 seasons in the Alps, and his remaining son, Emil, achieved many 
triumphs during the five summers in succession which they devofed to the con- 
quest of this region. They made 26 first ascents. Mrs. Le Blond had no narrow 
escapes for, to the expert mountaineer, these happenings indicate carelessness or 
inexperience, and the taking of useless risks, and are, therefore, not considered 
at all gloryfying. The field was new; they found no paths broken by prev'ous 
climbers, but marked out routes of their own. "Odd as it may seem," she remarks, 
"the least important duty of a guide is to know the way, while one of his first 
duties is to find it." "On a really hard mountain the way varies from day to 
day — nay even in ascending and descending." Although they were so far north, 
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the thermometer was often up to 85 F. in the shade, but this was no great 
hindrance. Indeed, few discomforts could much reduce the enjoyment of one 
so thoroughly appreciative of the great beauty and grandeur of the scenes amid 
which she toiled, and so capable of perceiving the reality of things — never mis- 
taking petty, unpleasant trifles of the moment, for monstrous misfortunes. 

"Such a view as I saw from the Kjostind my eyes had never rested on before: 
it alone was worth a longer journey than I had made from England." This 
sentence is quite typical of the whole book, the tone throughout being one of 
complete enjoyment. Mrs. Le Blond scorns even to try to make "record ascents" 
but marches to great heights for the mere love of it; and everywhere and all 
the time, high up or low down, she perceives a world of beauty and delight 
which her pen deftly and happily presents. Her senses are keen, her estimates 
temperate, her judgment well-balanced; in fact this book is simple, frank, sensi- 
ble and instructive. 

Two of the greatest dangers of Alpine climbing are absent in Lapland — the 
cold and the darkness — and consequently Mrs. Le Blond describes the region as 
the playground for guileless climbers. There is a clear, brief description of the 
origin and flow of glaciers, of a thunderstorm (rare above the Arctic Circle) of 
a practical tent for photographic purposes, and useful remarks about photographic 
exposures under the feeble rays of the midnight sun, as well as other observa- 
tions incident to exploration of this kind. There is also a chapter on some 
Norwegian women, and one on the original occupants of the country, the Lapps, 
based on the writings of A. H. Keane. F. S. Dellenbaugh. 

Hill Towns in Italy. By Egerton R. Williams, Jr. xiv and 398 pp. With 
Illustrations from Photographs. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston and 
New York. 8vo. 

To describe without wearying repetition of phrase and detail no less than 
forty-three of those remarkable towns which crown the hills of Central Italy 
between Florence and Rome, and not only to hold the reader's attention through 
400 pages but to inspire in him an eager desire to see for himself each and all, 
is a task of no small difficulty. Such a task well done is this work. It is a clear 
straight-forward account of his trip, specific enough to be of service to the travel- 
ler, and entertaining to him who must travel through books alone. Yet it is 
more than a traveller's tale, and ought not to be classed with many of that k'nd ; 
for instead of the usual type, half personal adventure and amusing anecdote, 
half ill-balanced judgments of wonder, and awe, we have here a sober and seri- 
ous account of things as Mr. Williams found them in the Spring of 1903. 

The hill towns may claim the attention of the traveller in three ways. As a 
geographer he may be interested in their natural setting, as an historian in their 
long extended and eventful history, or as an artist in their many art treasures. 
For the geographically minded, Mr. Williams describes with appreciation the 
strange situation of these towns on the hill tops, the beautiful Umbrian plain at 
their feet, the bleak highlands of Eturia with their characteristic ravines, and 
the rivers and passes of the Apennines, and he does not neglect to show how 
these geographical forms have conditioned the progress and decay of the towns. 
As his travelling was largely done in a carriage, a sense of the open road and 
of the oncoming of a beautiful Italian Spring pervades the account. 



